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LIFE  OP DANIEL WEBSTEE.                      [On. XXI,

come from far and near to see and to hear him. In October
occurred the Imposing ceremony of the presentation to him, by
his fellow-citizens of Boston, of a massive silver vase, in the
presence of an audience of four thousand persons.1 In JSToveni-
l,er, he received an invitation to a public dinner from leading
citizens of Philadelphia, and in December there came another
from Baltimore; both of -which he declined. From Yermont,
from Xew York, from Ohio, from Louisiana, and from, many
other regions remote from !N"ew England, there came letters,
often numerously signed, expressing the hopes of the writers
that an opportunity might be secured for electing him. to the
presidency. This opportunity seemed most likely to be afforded
by the action of the opposition in Pennsylvania. Public meet-
ings were held in the counties of Chester and Alleghany, in
November, to elect delegates to a State convention. In the
former, the "Whigs and Antimasons united, and appointed dele-
gates in favor of the nomination of Mr. Webster. In the latter,
the meeting -was chiefly composed of Antimasons, but they in-
structed the delegates to- vote for the nomination of Mr. "Web-
ster in the State Convention. But here the objectionable prac-
tice of interrogating public men, who were supposed to be can-
didates for public position, came into unfortunate activity.
Men of entire honesty of purpose and of great respectability,
ardently desiring to make Mr. Webster President of the United
States, could not content themselves with the sufficiency of his
character as a statesman, with his known sentiments on all
really important public questions of the tune, but they thought
it necessary to press him on the point of Masonry. They
wanted him to be their candidate, but they wanted him to be
an Aniimasonic candidate. Accordingly, the Pennsylvania
State Committee of this party, as well as lesser organizations
of the same kind, addressed to him specific and pointed in-
quiries as to his opinions about secret societies, and what he
should deem the duty of a Chief Magistrate in respect to ap-
pointments to office.

This was undoubtedly one of the greatest trials of this
peculiar kind to whieli Mr. "Webster was ever subjected; and,
in order to sLow why it was so, and to exhibit the manner in
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